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March 5, 2009 
 
 
Dear Motor Vehicle Administrator: 
 
 
Effective March 4, 2009, the Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicle began issuing a revised 
Certificate of Title.  This revised title has two changes: 

 
1. The pink thermochromatic seal of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts that is at the 

bottom center on the front side of the title is now larger. When heat is applied by rubbing 
a finger over the seal, the image will disappear.  Once the area cools, the image will 
reappear. 

2. On the back of the title, the old RMV seal in the upper left corner has been replaced with 
the new RMV logo. 

 
 

Please note the following: 
 

• All of the other security features remain present and unchanged.  

• The revised Certificates of Titles will have a Control Number beginning with F5500001. 

• All previously issued Certificates of Title are still valid. 

 
A sample title, with the changes highlighted, is provided on the next two pages. 

 
If you have any concerns on the validity of a Massachusetts Certificate of Title, or questions 
regarding our revised Certificate, please contact me at 617-351-9507 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charles J. LaRocca 
Director of Registrations and Titles 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title Paper - Front 

Enlarged 
thermochromatic seal. 
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Title Paper - Back 

New RMV logo. 


